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U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES




Jim Davis, Press Secretary
(202) 225-2171
FAX (202) 225-3158
COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT WORKSHOP SCHEDULED
FOR McALLEN, ANNOUNCES REP. DE LA GARZA
For immediate release, Thursday, February 3, 1994
WASHINGTON -- House Agriculture Committee Chairman Kika de la Garza,
D-Texas, is slated to join other Federal, state and local officials and community
leaders from Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Kansas, New Mexico and
Colorado at a Feb. 11 workshop in McAllen, Texas to discuss a new Federal program
designed to revitalize and empower poverty-stricken and economically-distressed
urban and rural communities.
The workshop will be held at McAllen's Holiday Inn Civic Center "Holidome",
200 West Expressway 83, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Preregistration will begin at
4:00 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 10, and a reception will be held at 5:00 p.m. There is no
registration fee, but attendees must make their own travel, food and lodging
arrangements.
"This program is a first step toward rebuilding and revitalizing America's
inner cities and rural towns. It's goal is simple -- to encourage communities, private
and public sector organizations, and state and local governments to work together to
revitalize their own communities. I urge South Texas local officials and leaders
whose communities. face employment and poverty problems to attend this workshop
and learn how this program can help their communities create jobs and opportunity
for their citizens," said Rep. de la Garza.
At the workshop, Federal officials from the U.S. Departments of Agriculture
(USDA) and Housing and Urban Development (HUD) will explain the purpose and
benefits of the Empowerment Zone and Enterprise Community program (EZ/EC),
and the application process communities must follow to be considered.
Under this program, urban and rural communities that meet certain poverty
and distress criteria and develop strategic plans for revitalization will be considered
for designation as Empowerment Zones or Enterprise Communities. Communities
selected for Enterprise Zone or Enterprise Community designations will be eligible
for additional Federal funding, Federal tax relief and technical assistance.
The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development has authority to designate
up to 6 urban Empowerment Zones and 65 Enterprise Communities. The Secretary
of Agriculture can establish up to three rural Empowerment Zones and 30 Enterprise
Communities for rural communities. The EZ/EC program was authorized by
Congress with passage of last year's budget reconciliation law, and its implementation
was announced by President Clinton in mid-January.
For further information about the regional workshop or to receive an
application, people in South Texas should contact USDA's FmHAJRDA State Office
located in Temple, TX (phone: 817-774-1306). The application deadline is 4:00 p.m.
EDT, Thursday, June 30, 1994. In addition, South Texas communities located in
Texas' 15th Congressional District can contact Rep. de la Garza's Washington office
(phone: 202-225-2531) for information about this program.
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